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398th Bomb Group – Christmas 1944 Menu

As follows are scans and a transcription of the 398th Bomb Group’s
Christmas 1944 Menu that took place at Nuthampstead, England. The 398th

was a B-17 Bomb Group that was part of the 8th Air Force 1st Air Division
during WWII and was one of many B-17 Bomb Groups stationed in
England.

Color scans of the Christmas 1944 Menu are provided first and the
transcription follows. The color scans are interesting to see just as they were
printed long ago.

The transcription is particularly helpful in clarifying words that are hard to
read from the scanned menu and also in providing electronic text that is
searchable via the World Wide Web. Because of the numerous men’s names
mentioned and their role at the time, it is hoped that provision of a
searchable document will be helpful to families and relatives in the
identification of their loved ones as members of the 398th in 1944 and 1945.

We thank Lynn Julius, daughter of Corbett H. Julius, Engine Mechanic with
the 398th, 600 Squadron who found the 398th Bomb Group’s Christmas
1944 Menu in her dad’s papers and provided us an excellent scan for the
398th website.

We also thank Ruthanna Doerstler, widow of 398th veteran Wayne Doerstler,
602nd Engineer for her careful transcription of the 398th Bomb Group’s
Christmas 1944 Menu.

Dave Jordan
398th Webmaster
February 2010
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CHRISTMAS
~ MENU ~

398 BOMBARDMENT GP (H) [Group Heavy]
APO 557

[Military Postal Service]

600th 601ST

325 S.C. [Station Complement Squadron]
1226 Q.M. [Quartermaster Company]

--OUT WITH THE NEW!

HOME SWEET HOME

1142 M. P. [Military Police Company]
860 CHEM. [Chemical Company]

---IN WITH THE OLD!

602ND 603RD

206 FIN. [Finance Section]
478 S. D. [Sub Depot]
1449 ORD. [Ordnance]

244 MED. [Medical Dispensary]

T/SGT Wade [Tech Sergeant]
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MERRY CHRISTMAS 1944

Style in the E.T.O.
[European Theater of Operations]

As we sit down to this Christmas dinner, so far
from our home, our hearts and spirits go out
to those whom we love.  We are proud to be
serving those loved ones and our flag in this fight
for the right to live our lives in a free world.  We
are also conscious of those who have gone before
and we pledge ourselves that they will not have
perished in vain.

A successful Christmas to each and every one of
you and a victorious New Year!
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OUR  STATION

Just a word about the Station—it is not exactly spotless in fact, one can get
his G.I. shoes a bit muddy if he gets off the beaten path.  True the Nissen
huts and pyramidial tents are not steam heated; still we are getting the job
done.  Here are the organizations working
together that form our fighting team:

The operational organization of this station is the 398th Bombardment Group
(H) [Heavy], commanded by Colonel Frank P. Hunter, Jr., who also is
commanding officer of the base.

Next in line comes Lt. Col. [Lieutenant Colonel] Robert K. Simeral, Group
Deputy Commander, and Lt. Col. Edwin B. Dailey, Group Operations
Officer.  The Group Executive Officer is LT. Col. [Lieutenant Colonel] Earl
J. Berryhill, and the Group Adjutant is Maj. [Major] Jack S. Garland.

The Squadron Commanders are:  Major William C. Markley, 600th Sq.
[Squadron]; Major Tracy J. Petersen, 601st Sq.; Major Peter J. Rooney, 602nd

Sq.; and Major Jean B. Miller, Sr., 603rd Sq.  From these Squadrons come
the “men with wings” who have been giving so many presents to that former
house painter [Hitler] and all of the people who take orders from him.

Our Fortresses are kept in good repair, thanks to the untiring efforts of the
Group Engineering Sections under Major Lyle Cochran, plus the 478th Sub
Depot, commanded by Major Clafford who helps to “keep ‘em Flying.”

Our bombs are procured, placed in the planes by the Group Ordnance and
Armament Sections with the aid of the 1449th Ordnance Company and the
860th Chemical Company.  Captain Varn and Captain Wigent are running a
neck and neck race to see whether it is better to blow up those factories or
burn ‘em.

Major Braddock’s boys are the backbone of the Station’s living conditions.
His 325th Station Complement Squadron, the help of those familiar work
details from the Group, have kept the place in good shape.
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The Quartermaster is essential in all branches of the service, and we have a
good one under the direction of Captain Kaminsky.  As long as those
supplies keep rolling in we in we will eat and have clothes to wear.

The efficient 1142nd M.P. [Military Police Detachment], under 1st Lt. Frank
S. Guiner, keeps our troubles to a minimum.  His boys are on the job
night and day.

The sick, lame and lazy have a haven under the protective wing of Major
Zampetti, who, with Major Martindale’s 244th Medical Dispensary, has
banned all illness from the field.

Once a month the most popular man on the field is none other than Lt.
Turen, who is C. O. [Commanding Officer] of the 206th Finance Section.  He
and his boys really put it out.

The weather outfit, under Captain Bergerm has an easy job.  All they need to
do is to guess the amount of rainfall.  Everyone knows it will rain, but it is
the extent that gets us.

So to you all, all of the men who make Station 131 what it is ---
Good luck and

MERRY CHRISTMAS
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CHRISTMAS MENU, 25TH DECEMBER, 1944

TOMATO JUICE
TURKEY BROTH

ROAST YOUNG TURKEY
SAGE & CELERY DRESSING
GIBLET GRAVY
CRANBERRY SAUCE

WHIPPED POTATOES
BUTTERED ASPARAGUS

MIXED SALAD

ORANGES
APPLES

PUMPKIN PIE

HARD CANDY

HOT ROLLS
JAM
BUTTER

COFFEE
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The Men who Work

Station Commander
Colonel Frank P. Hunter, Jr.

 600 Bombardment Squadron Major Wm. C. Markley
 601 Bombardment Squadron Major Tracy J. Petersen
 602 Bombardment Squadron Major Peter J. Rooney
 603 Bombardment Squadron Major Jean B. Miller, Jr.
 325 Station Complement Squadron Major Heyward M. Braddock
 478 Sub Depot Major Floyd R. Clafford
 244 Medical Dispensary Major James G. Martindale
   18 Weather Squadron Detachment Capt. John R. Berger
1226 Quartermaster Company Capt. David I Kaminsky
1449 Ordnance Capt. John D. Varn
 860 Chemical Company Capt. John C. Wygent
2015 Engineers F/F [Fire Fighting] Capt. Michael J. Embreus,

Acting Commander
1142 Military Police Co. 1st Lt. Frank S. Guiner
 206 Finance Section 1st Lt. Nathan Turen

The above Commanding Officers and their respective units heartily
commend the following mess personnel for a good job well done.
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OFFICERS’ MESS
Mess Officer:  Captain Carl J. Vogt

S/Sgt. Walter Gentry Sgt. John Huey
Mess Sergeant Ass’t Mess Sergeant

Sgt. Clarence Lawrence Sgt. Paul Roy
Sgt. Albert Leone Sgt. Albert Pichette
Sgt. John Valente Sgt. John Dunham
Cpl. Carl Schmitz Cpl. Howard Girior
Cpl. Robert Clark Cpl. Theodore Stamutelos
Cpl. Anthony Gomez Cpl. Lupe Figuroa
Cpl. John Krause Pfc. Leslie Hauptman

Transcriber’s Notes:

S/Sgt.: Staff Sergeant
Sgt.: Sergeant
Cpl.: Corporal
Ass’t: Assistant
Pfc.: Private First Class

WAITERS
Pfc. Frank Travis Pfc. Charles Gamester
Pfc. George Mania Pfc. Walter Strehlow
Pfc. George Toth Pvt. Mervin Odegaard
Pvt. Gene McClimanas Pvt. Joe Massores

Transcriber’s Note: Pvt.: Private

COOKS HELPERS
Pfc. Gildo Spagnula Pfc. Glen Hardman
Pfc. Speedwell Hall Pfc. Ernest Hawley
Pfc. George Taylor Pfc. Marvin Browning
Pfc. Marshall Orr Pfc. Joe Ruggiero
Pvt. David McDowell Pvt. Thomas Maxwell
Pvt. Everett O’Quinn Pvt. William Woodworth
Pvt. Leland Burnside Pvt. John Kennedy
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ENGINEERS’ MESS
Mess Officer:  Lt. Woodburn Williams

S/Sgt. Edward Spruiell S/Sgt. O. B. Gurherie
Mess Sergeant Ass’t Mess Sergeant

COOKS
Sgt. Albert Luukinen Sgt. Sidney Novick
Sgt. Alexander Watterson Sgt. Joseph Pettrotte
Sgt. Adolph Tafoya Sgt. Ralph Cronin
Sgt. Albert Shaw Sgt. E. H. Bies
Sgt. B. Moffett Cpl. Herman Williamson
Cpl. Lloyd McKinney Cpl. Charles Knipp
Cpl. Lewis Colburn Cpl. John Brooks
Pfc. Nicholas Bacich Pfc. George Berngen
Pvt. Raymond Gonzales

COOKS HELPERS
Cpl. F. O. Dobias Pfc. William Dumais
Pvt. Howard Hutchinson Pvt. William Griggs
Pvt. Wilbur Carpenter Pvt. Mike Kostick
Pvt. Ernie Abreu Pvt. Jessie McGhee
Pvt. Joseph Panza Pvt. Charles Waddell
Pvt. George Temsic Pvt. Acescion Alonzo
Pvt. W. L. Reed Pvt. Daniel Wygal
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COMBAT AND SERGEANTS’ MESS
Mess Officer:  W/O (JG) Frank G. Kintzler

Mess Sergeant: S/Sgt. Paul Cifrese

Transcriber’s Note: W/O (JG): Thought to be Warrant Officer Junior
Grade

COOKS
Sgt. William Bogard Sgt. James Bussard
Sgt. August Martone Sgt. Micholas Palmiers
Sgt. Ernest Reeves Sgt. Burton Wells
Sgt. William Wilson Cpl. Maurice Chrone
Cpl. Jesus Flores Cpl. Bernard Goldstein
Cpl. Ramon Lopez Cpl. Henry Sandoval
Cpl. Oscar Scott Cpl. Murray Moskowitz
Cpl. Irving Greenfield T/5 Harley Fields
Pvt. John Parrish Pvt. Fred Guli
Pvt. Anthony Ameduri

Transcriber’s Note: T/5: Technician Fifth Grade or Corporal

COOKS HELPERS
Cpl. John Miller Cpl. Frank Rendon
Cpl. Olie Perkins Cpl. William Cundy
Cpl. Jack Thornburg Pfc. Harold McClain
Pfc. Angelo Vocaturo Pfc. Raymond Rovinshy
Pfc. Harry Benjamin Pfc. Leo Smith
Pfc. Irvin Carowder Pfc. Hurvitz
Pfc. Parsley Pvt. Hyman Skigen
Pvt. Charles Butler Pvt. Francis Buehler
Pvt. Walter Buchiet Pvt. Lawrence Hartnagle
Pvt. Kenneth Russell Pvt. Wilcox
Pvt. McLaughlin Pvt. Engelbert
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CONSOLIDATED MESS
Mess Officer:  Capt. Raymond L. Richman

S/Sgt. Vernon W. Wangerin Sgt. John W. Stevens
Mess Sergeant Ass’t Mess Sergeant

COOKS
Sgt. Bilis Catacalos Sgt. Louis Dubin
Sgt. Newton Higgs Sgt. Douglas McDonald
Sgt. William Montoya Sgt. Paul Hildreth
T/4 Lon Daugherty Cpl. Frank Berus
Cpl. Winfred Gowen Cpl. Avelardo Holguin
Cpl. W. C. Kellum Cpl. Roy May
Cpl. Deroy Mears Cpl. Stanley Gunekel
Pfc. Harold Kissinger

Transcriber’s Note: T/4: Technician Fourth Grade or Sergeant

COOKS HELPERS
Cpl. Milton Jeansonne
Pfc. Albert Riggs
Pvt. Charlie Crump
Pvt. Jay Lemaster
Pvt. Stanley Petroski
Pvt. Thomas Regan
Pvt. Alfonso Serrano
Pvt. Forest Beighle
Pvt. William Vale
Pvt. Jodie Lindley
Pvt. Ernest Martin
Pvt. Michael Palleschi
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